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Provincial Meeting 
Strathmore, AB  -  November 1, 2019 

AAAP UPDATE 

Events 

May 27 Provincial Meeting  
In May 2019, AAAP hosted a provincial meeting at the Brookfield Residential YMCA at Seton in Calgary, Alberta. 
Close to 100 aquatic professionals, including managers, directors and deck-level staff attended. In addition to 
these attendees, the Canadian Red Cross, Alberta Health Services and Swim Alberta sent representatives to 
provide an update. Some of our valued industry vendors like Pinnacle Aquatics, Automated Aquatics, 
Commercial Aquatic Supplies, Aquam and Fluid Consulting also attended the event.  

Nov 1 Provincial Meeting  
AAAP is hosting its second and final provincial meeting of 2019 in Strathmore, Alberta.  Over 50 aquatic 
professionals are registered for this event.  Thank you to the Town of Strathmore for their support of this event! 

The following industry partners and vendors are also in attendance: 

 Swim Alberta 

 Alberta Artistic Swimming 

 Canadian Red Cross  

 Fluid Consulting  

 Automated Aquatics 

 Alberta Health Service (written update)   

Feedback received from our May 27th meeting was that an update from AARFP, ARPA and the Lifesaving Society is 
desired; however, these organizations have declined both of these events at this time.   AAAP will continue to 
invite all industry organizations to connect with aquatic professionals at future events.  

Save the date! 

The spring 
Provincial Meeting 

will be hosted in 
North/Central AB 
on May 11, 2020. 

 



 

 

Website Refresh 

In September 2019, our website was relaunched with a new and easier to navigate format.  This was significant 
project for AAAP as information sharing is a core element of our mandate.  The revisions made to the website 
have taken into account feedback and suggestions from aquatic professionals to best serve the industry.  The 
new website is mobile-friendly and offers better information on what AAAP is, our volunteers, and how you can 
get involved.  It enhances our popular Facebook page by linking it to our website to ensure greater access to 
AAAP for everyone. 

One great feature we invite everyone to take advantage of is our Resources page.  We all know how difficult it is 
to research comparable policies, procedures, practices and other aquatic resources.  On this page, we have the 
ability to post resources that organizations provide permission to us to share with industry.  Many organizations 
and aquatic professionals already share their resources; this simply takes this amazing collaboration to a new 
level.  You also find a number of links so to common resources relied upon by aquatic professionals every day.  
We’ve also linked you in to Alberta’s other associations and societies that help make our aquatic industry great. 

 

  



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Organization Update 

Outgoing Directors  
In 2019, AAAP was sad to see three instrumental members of our board move on.   Rob Campbell (City of 
Edmonton), Jack Birkett (City of Calgary), Elise Shelly (Spray Lakes Sawmill Family Sports Centre – Cochrane).  All 
of these well-known and highly experienced aquatic professionals provided enormous contributions to getting 
AAAP to where it is today.  Their passion and commitment to positively influencing Alberta’s aquatic industry will 
be a lasting legacy for AAAP and those it serves.  Rob, Jack, Elise and John continue to advocate for and support 
the work AAAP does and we want to formally recognize them for both their current and past contributions to the 
industry.    

Current & New Directors  
This year we welcomed three new 
faces to AAAP’s Board of Directors.  
Lisa Keeler (Medicine Hat), Carley 
Moon (Strathmore) and Ashley 
Lamoreux (City of Red Deer).  Each of 
these professionals brings a unique 
experience and set of skills that will 
benefit AAAP and the aquatic industry.   

 

 

  

Interesting in getting 

involved?   

AAAP has a number of 
committees that help to 
further our work for the 
industry.   

Contact us at: 

info@aaap.ca  

mailto:info@aaap.ca


 

F.A.Q. 

What is AAAP’s role in the Aquatic Industry?  
 
AAAP is an association of peers.  It is not a training agency, a vendor, or government.  It is an association created 
to represent those working in the industry by people who work in the industry.  In 2014, 75 aquatic professionals 
from across the province came together in Red Deer.  They recognized that no organization in Alberta represents 
the ‘holistic’ aquatic professional.  It is important to emphasize that Alberta is home to a number of excellent 
provincial organizations that serve the aquatic industry well.  It is equally important to recognize the gap that 
these 75 people identified – while all of these organizations serve a great purpose, there is no one organization 
that focuses on representing the interests of the owners, operators, employees, customers and stakeholders that 
make up the aquatic landscape.  In fact, this same gap has been recognized across Canada and the United States 
as similar organizations to AAAP have been formed or are forming.  AAAP was built on the premise of reaching 
everyone in the industry, not just those in particular segments.  From facility operations, to programming, to 
training, to HR, management, municipal/non-municipal environments and from managers right to the staff 
working on the pool deck.  AAAP envisions a future where staff on a pool deck have easy access to information 
and resources that often taken a number of years for an aquatic professional to find through networks, 
conferences or through a membership, affiliation or certification with a number of organizations.  It encourages 
collaboration, not just between organizations, facilities or managers but between all professionals in the aquatic 
industry wherever they are at in their career.  This is why AAAP offers opportunities like the provincial meeting in 
May – to break down cost barriers, to reach those who wouldn’t otherwise be able to attend professional 
development opportunities, to improve collaboration and connect them with organizations that they may 
otherwise not have a relationship with. 

AAAP does not seek to duplicate, replace or compete with the excellent services, programs or events maintained 
by Alberta’s other provincial organizations and our provincial government.  Instead, it seeks to ensure that every 
segment, every aquatic professional, has good access to information and resources to help them be supported in 
their work.  It aims to support the other provincial organizations in the work they do and, through its work, make 
sure aquatic professionals are getting what they need. 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How is AAAP funded?   
Is AAAP seeking government assistance or planning to charge for membership?  

AAAP receives financial support from municipal and non-municipal organizations that see value in the work of 
AAAP.  AAAP receives no funding from the provincial or federal governments, nor does it plan to pursue funding 
from these sources at this time.  Core to the mission of AAAP is access by all to what AAAP offers.  In keeping 
with this, AAAP does not currently and has no future plans to charge for membership or access to AAAP events 
or information.   

Is AAAP planning on ‘taking over’ meetings currently organized by other groups? 

No.  AAAP, through a number of information gathering exercises in 2019, will be pursuing a 2020 model where 
two provincial meetings will occur annually.  While there is flexibility in the design, these two meetings will occur 
in the spring and fall of each year.  One will be hosted in the northern/central portion of the province and one in 
the south to ensure the greatest possible access both logistically and financially for aquatic professionals.  AAAP 
will plan, organize and host these meetings that will be offered free of charge to everyone in the industry.  AAAP 
respects the right of other groups and organizations to plan and host their own events as they wish and will 
continue to offer our attendance where possible to provide an update on what AAAP is working on. 

Is AAAP planning to develop programs or services to sell to industry? 

No.  A core value of AAAP is neutrality and impartiality.  It is our belief that selling services or providing programs 
may compromise our ability to provide unbiased information to industry in lieu of promoting and advocating for 
our own services over others.  We believe strongly that there already exists a variety of societies, associations 
and vendors that provide these types of services in Alberta and AAAP feels it can best serve industry by working 
positively and proactively with these organizations to ensure their programs and services are meeting the needs 
of aquatic professionals, facilities and communities in Alberta. 


